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SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND WITH RABBI KEVIN HALE, 
SOFER, SEPT. 21 – 22, LAUNCHES "YEAR OF THE TORAH" 
If you've looked closely at our beloved Torah 
scroll recently, you may have noticed that some 
letters and lines have become difficult to read. 
Last spring, the board brought the world's only 
Reconstructionist Sofer (scribe) -- Rabbi Kevin 
Hale -- to Cleveland to look at the scroll and give 
us an assessment of the extent and cost of repairs. 

The good news is that our scroll can be brought 
back to an acceptable level of repair in terms 
of Jewish law (made kosher) at a cost the 
congregation can afford (details on page 9). 

But when we asked Rabbi Kevin about fully 
restoring the scroll to its original glory, the news 
was disappointing. At some point before the scroll 
came into our keeping, it suffered water damage. 
Rabbi Kevin told us that the damage is irreversible 
and will continue to affect our scroll's appearance 
and usability into the future. 

Rabbi Kevin, whose passionate descriptions of his 
work captivated board members, recommended 
that we make minimal repairs our current scroll -- 
enough that the scroll is kosher and usable -- and 
then explore the possibility of acquiring a second 
used scroll so that the longevity of both scrolls 
would be enhanced. 

At its August meeting, the Kol HaLev board 
voted to accept Rabbi Kevin’s recommendation 
(more on page 9); Rabbi Kevin will not only be 
repairing our current scroll this year but he will 
also be helping us find a second scroll to purchase. 
This process into The Year of the Torah, this 
year's  theme for Hagiga, adult education and 

Rabbi Kevin describes the work required to repair 
our Torah scroll during his visit last spring. 

continued on p. 4 
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Office Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

rAbbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: MON. SEPT. 16

services & PrOgrAms:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office AdministrAtOr:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

educAtiOn directOr:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

 VALUE TEAMS, COMMITTEES and THEIR LEADERS

OFFICERS:

President Barb Truitt
Vice President Halle Barnett
secretary Molly Berger
treasurer Pete Robertson

AT-LARGE MEMBERS: 
Elise Hagesfeld
Margaret Cohen 
Kirby Date
Julio Pelsmajer
Lynn Liebling

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS:

Past President Greg Selker
rabbi Steve Segar
Founding rabbi Jeffrey Schein
education director Robyn Novick

DIRECTORY

WELCOMING TEAM– Jean Miller
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & Rachel Kay
• Security Corps – Open
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Benjamin Barnett & Brian Miller
• Marketing/PR – Deena Epstein & Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPIRITUAL TEAM – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Religious Practices – Karal Stern
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Karly Whitaker
• Music – Sue Pelleg & Bruce Jennings

LEARNING TEAM - Sue Kisch
• Youth & Family Education – Lynn Liebling & Sue 
Pelleg
• Adult Education – Sue Kisch & Art Lieberman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Rachel Williams & 
Josh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

INVOLVED TEAM - Karly Whitaker
• Greater Cleveland Congregations – Allen Binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberg

• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & Mike 
Armin
• Sustainability – Miriam Geronimus, Hannah Baxter, 
& Peggy Kittila

SUSTAINABLE TEAM – Barry Epstein
• Fundraising – Margaret Cohen, Barry Epstein & 
Greg Selker
• Mock Trial – Glenda Kupersmith
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARTICIPATORY TEAM – Leah Kamionkowski
• Membership – Deb Schein & Leah Kamionkowski
• Greeters – Anita Cohn
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg & Claudia 
Weissman
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Liz Meachum
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

COMMITTEES DIRECTLY 
ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD
• Finance – Dick Epstein
• Ratner Liaison – Mike Caputo
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=


Septbember 2013 Kol Halev HappeningSPage 3

Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him by phone at the office (216-320-1498) 
or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting time.

REMEMBRANCE AND YIZKOR
In Jewish tradition, there is a strong emphasis on remembering and 
honoring the past, even as we anticipate the potential of the future. 
Nearly every Jewish holiday is rooted in some historical and/or 
mythic collective experience and contains an embedded under-
standing of how we are to keep that experience alive for ourselves 
and pass it on to the next generation. At the same time, many 
of those same holidays also contain references to the coming of 
Elijah the prophet who, it is traditionally believed, will herald the 
messiah (or, as many within the liberal Jewish world translate this, 
the coming of a messianic age in human civilization). 

For a subset of our holiday cycle, however, there is a special section of the service set aside not only 
for collective memory, but also for recognizing the personal memories that most people have to loved 
ones who are no longer alive. These holidays are the three pilgrimage festivals, Passover, Shavuot 
and Sukkot, as well as Yom Kippur. At the end of the roughly week-long observance of Passover and 
Sukkot and on the day of Shavuot and Yom Kippur, there is a custom of lighting a special memorial 
candle prior to the onset of the holy day called a ner neshamah or “soul candle.” Traditionally, a ner 
neshamah is lit in memory of first-degree relatives, but in a modern context other important people in 
our lives are often remembered too. This ritual can be a beautiful private moment of connection. 

The other primary observance of memory is of a more public nature: participating in the Yizkor (liter-
ally, "remember") service in synagogue. Yizkor typically takes place towards the end of the holiday 
morning service or, on Yom Kippur, in the late afternoon just prior to Neilah (closing). This more 
public opportunity to remember loved ones can also be very meaningful and very beautiful. While 
there is a folk superstition that encourages those who have not lost first-degree relatives to absent 
themselves during this service, so as not to provoke "the evil eye," there is nothing in Jewish law 
proper that forbids anyone’s presence at this time. And since there is often an additional section in 
which we remember, on a more collective level, the martyrs of the Jewish people as well as people of 
every religious and cultural group who have been persecuted, there are good reasons for those who do 
not feel personally compelled to recite these prayers to attend as well. 

At Kol HaLev, participation in the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur has traditionally been quite strong 
and continues to be so. On the other holidays though, it is often the case that we struggle to get even 
the bare minimum of ten people so that the recitation of Mourner’s Kaddish at the end of the Yizkor 
service can take place. In the same way that we have encouraged members to attend a shiva minyan 
for someone in our community who has lost an important person in their lives, I would like to suggest 
that we can do a better job of making sure that we have a minyan at these other times of collective 
grief and memory. One of the options in our annual sign-up for Hesed (Lovingkindness) Commit-

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

continued on page 7

mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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ABOUT RABBI KEVIN HALE

Rabbi Kevin Hale has the distinction of being the protege of one of the 
preeminent sofers of the 20th century, Dr. Rabbi Eric Ray, z”l (of blessed 
memory). Rabbi Kevin was ordained at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College in 1997; in 2001, after several years of congregational work, he 
apprenticed with Dr. Ray to become a sofer STaM, a Jewish scribe who 
can transcribe Torah scrolls, tefillin and mezuzot, and other religious 
writings (STaM, ם״תס, is short for Sefer Torahs, Tefillin, and Mezuzot).

Throughout his rabbinate Rabbi Kevin has remained committed to "hands-on-Judaism," which manifests in 
sukkah building, matzo making, and workshops on mezuzah writing as part our sacred scribal tradition. He 
loves engaging others in the 613th mitzvah to: "write this song for yourselves."

Rabbi Hale’s work and practice is informed by the Reconstructionist view of  Judaism as an evolving 
religious civilization, which has at its core the torah scroll, and this is the focus of Rabbi Hale’s work. Rabbi 
Hale also draws on the wealth and expanse of knowledge and perspective from his engagement and comfort 
with Conservative, Renewal, Reform and Orthodox Jewish practices and he brings this to each congregation 
or school he works with. He also received smicha (ordination) from Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi of the 
Renewal movement.

other programming for the year.  And to launch the Year of the Torah, we've invited Rabbi Kevin to be our 
scholar-in-residence for a full weekend of programming Saturday, Sept. 21 through Sunday, Sept. 22.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21 
The Tools and Materials of Sofrut (Scribing) is a program just for children during their regularly 
scheduled Hagiga lesson at 10:30 am at The Rather School.  Children will learn about the art of Sofrut, 
including the unique materials used (learn more on page 5).

The Hands-on Judaism program will take place during the Sukkot 
Intergenerational Celebration at 5 p.m. at Ratner. As the community 
gathers for our annual potluck, Rabbi Kevin will discuss the similarities 
between a Torah and a Sukkah. Both are tools of Jewish life and are used 
to enhance our experiences. Learn how these ritual objects beautify our 
Jewish journeys. (Please see flyer on page 14 for potluck assignments.)

SUNDAY, SEPT. 22
The Tool and Materials of Sofrut for adults will take place at 10:30 a.m. at the home of Sue and Eric 
Kisch (21850 E. Byron Road, Shaker Heights). Participate in a passionate discussion about the world of 
Torah: its materials, tools, methods and rituals. It will be a lively morning of adult education.

Black on White: A Hands-On Intergenerational Scribal Workshop will take place at 3 p.m. at The 
Ratner School. The 613th commandment, to write a Torah, is addressed to all the Jewish people. Rabbi 
Kevin will activate our potential as Torah scribes. We will attune our eyes, hands, and hearts to this 
essential, but often unknown, Jewish mitzvah. We will also try our own hand at writing the special Hebrew 
calligraphy for the Torah.

Questions? Please contact Robyn, robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498, and check the weekly updates.

continued from page 1

mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net%20?subject=
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robyn novIckHAGIGA HAPPENINGS

MANY EVENTS IN THE MONTH OF TISHRI
Shana Tova! Happy New Year! We have quite a year in Youth and Family Education ahead of us! 
We will be kicking off the year with intergenerational apple picking on Sunday, Sept. 1 at 10:30 
a.m. at Eddy’s Fruit Farm (12079 Caves Road, Chesterland). We will talk about why we eat apples 
and honey this time of year and then get our own! How fun to start the year in nature with your 
Kol HaLev friends. On the actual holiday, there will be Rosh Hashanah children’s programming 
and a children’s service starting at 10:30 on Sept. 5. We are so lucky to have 
talented teens leading us! Julian Barnett will be reading Torah and the dynamic 
duo of Zoe Herzenstein and Gabe Segar will be leading music. Yom Kippur 
children's programming will have a similar format beginning at 10:30 on 
Saturday, Sept. 14.

Sukkot fun begins on Sunday, Sept. 15 at 10 a.m. We will need at least 10 
volunteers to help put the sukkah together. We have a new design, thanks to 
Brian Miller, who will lead the construction efforts. The church which shares 
the Ratner facilities on Sunday will be in the midst of services, so just meet us 
in the back parking lot -- we'll be working next to the gym. Please let me know 
if you can help! If there are artistically inclined individuals who would like to help with 
decorations, please come by!

Hagiga will kick-off on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 10:30 a.m. with special guest Rabbi Kevin Hale. 
All the groups — Zorim, Bonim, Magshimim and Chalutzim — will have a special program with 
Rabbi Kevin during Hagiga in which he will discuss Sofrut (scribing), including the tools and 
materials that are used. As it is Shabbat, there will not be hands-on writing, but everyone will have 
an opportunity to participate in sofrut on Sunday afternoon during the “Black on White: Hands-On 
Intergenerational Scribal Workshop” (more on this below). Rabbi Kevin is a dynamic teacher and 
both events should be extremely interesting.

Later on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 5:00 p.m., Rabbi Kevin will join our annual Sukkot Intergenerat-
ional celebration and annual potluck. We will meet in the Kol HaLev sukkah just by the gym at the 
Ratner School. In an activity called “Hands-On Judaism,” Rabbi Kevin will discuss the similarities 
between a Torah and a Sukkah as tools of Jewish life which enhance our experiences and beautify 
our Jewish journeys.  We will also have crafts organized by our holiday chair, Amy Hogg. Please 
see flyer on page 14 for potluck assignments. It should be a lovely and festive evening!

The fun continues on Sunday, Sept. 22 at 3 p.m. at the Ratner School, where Rabbi Kevin will 
lead an intergenerational program — "Black on White: A Hands-On Intergenerational Scribal 
Workshop" — in which everyone will have the opportunity to participate in learning the special 
Hebrew calligraphy for Torah. Rabbi Kevin will activate our potential as Torah scribes as we 
attune our eyes, hands and hearts to the mitzvah of writing Torah.

It will be a very busy month, but a fantastic start to our Year of the Torah!

 Kol tuv,
Robyn
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FroM our PresIDenT BARB TRUITT

Shanah Tovah!

At Neilah the curtains on the ark will be closed, we will listen to the Tekiyah Gedolah (the long final 
blast of the shofar)  and we will take a collective breath and move forward into the New Year and a 
break-the-fast with family and friends. 

Before that, we will have offered a collective confessional, the Ashamnu  
literally, "we have trespassed"). Before that, perhaps we will have asked 
close friends and family for their forgiveness for our actions that have 
caused hurt. I hope that you will have time to reflect on how you can 
make your life more meaningful and how to forgive the shortcomings of 
those around you.

Elul is a time for reflection on the previous year, a time to look back and think about things that we’ve 
done well and the things that did not go as intended or the things that had unintended consequences. 
We will try to do better this next year, to be kinder, to be more considerate, and to fulfill more dreams.

As we move forward together in this, our Year of the Torah, we will explore the physicality of the 
Torah, we will learn together and we will have fun together. As we may figuratively dust off our 
promises from the past New Year to make our lives clearer, this year we will have the chance to 
literally dust off the Torah, making the words contained therein clearer! In the spring, our current 
Torah will become our emeritus Torah, treasured and reserved for those special times during the year 
when it will be brought out to complement a new-used Torah that will become our weekly Torah 
scroll. The experience of our Torah, so obvious in the stains and wrinkles that cannot be repaired or 
removed, will be treasured, honored and remembered. 

Whatever the lies before us during the year of 5774, we know that we will continue to find friendship 
and support here at Kol HaLev. Embrace your families, both your born-into and your created families. 
Love them completely, despite and because of their eccentricities. May you create a life of peace.

~Barb

HANUKAT HABAYIT 

Miriam Geronimus and Peggy Kittila invite you to a hanukat habayit (house dedication) 
on Sunday, Sept. 29 at 10:30 a.m., at their new home at 2548 Kendall Rd, Shaker Heights. 
Please join them in dedicating their new home and affixing a mezuzah. Blessings for the new 
home will be given and breakfast will be provided. Please RSVP to Miriam at mgeronimus@
gmail.com. (Editor's note: since they're staunch Yiddishists, they'd strongly prefer to call it a 
hanukas habayis, but the newsletter's style is to use Sephardic Hebrew.)

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0002_0_01435.html
mailto:mgeronimus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mgeronimus%40gmail.com?subject=
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

•	 Michael Armin in memory of Ruth W. Armin
•	 Daniel and Hannah Baxter in honor of the High Holy Days
•	 Michael and Kareen Caputo in memory of Lucia Erzas, Aileen Caputo and Rachel Maman
•	 Nancy Dudwick in memory of parents, Harry A. and Ida G. Dudwick
•	 Barry and Barbara Epstein in memory of Barbara's parents. Edward and Gwen Katz, and 
• Barry's parents, Maurice and Dorothy Epstein
•	 Deena and Dick Epstein in memory of Deena's parents, Janet and Joseph Mirrow,  and Dick's 

parents, Paul and Rosalyn Epstein
•	 Ron and Leah Gilbert in memory of Leah's father, Arthur J. Ness
•	 Gil and Marcia Goldberg in memory of Rose & Max Goldberg and Peter Wachtler
•	 Anna and Sam Kelman in memory of Sam's sister, Zillah Israeli
•	 Raymond Lesser and Sue Wolpert in honor of the High Holy Days
•	 Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in memory of Harry Litwin, Evelyn Rosen, John Date and 

Arthur Cowles
•	 Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in commeration of the yahrzeit of Kirby's father, John Date
•	 Ruth Ness in memory of her husband, Arthur J. Ness
•	 Peter and Heidi Robertson in honor of the High Holy Days
•	 Dan Klein and Nancy Rubel in memory of Herbert J. and Ruth B. Rubel
•	 Bill and Michal Scher-Marcus in honor of the High Holy Days
•	 Renee Siegel to the flower fund in memory of her husband, Marty Siegel
•	 Happy Wallach in memory of William Jerome Cowherd
•	 Irwin Weinberger and Meg Manny for the flower fund in memory of Irene Weinberger
•	 Bruce and Catherine Fallick in honor of the High Holy Days
•	 Josh	Chefitz	and	Tyler	Katz	in honor of the High Holy Days
•	 Carl	Hagerling	and	Gwen	Glazer	in memory of Norman Glazer and Gary Glazer

CONTRIBUTIONS

tee tasks is volunteer for a list of people who are willing to be called to help make a minyan. As we 
enter into this new year, I would like to encourage you to consider making a commitment to attend-
ing one of these less-attended Yizkor services as an offering of Hesed to the community or, in lieu 
of that, perhaps putting your name on that list of people who are open to being called for this kind of 
support.

Wishing everyone a sweet and meaningful new year,
Rabbi Steve

continued from page 3 
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They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during August:

•	 Cila	Kopstein	(Tzilla)	–	mother of Ami Kopstein
•	 Charles	Goldhirsh	(Shyah)	–	grandfather of Judi Dash
•	 Ida	Golden	–	grandmother of Nancy Hecht
•	 Jim	Molyneaux	–	father-in-law of Judi Dash
•	 Solomon	Epstein	–	grandfather of Barry Epstein
•	 Miriam	Esther	Moldveen	Geronimus	–	grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
•	 Lillian	Schatz	–	mother of Selma Gwatkin
•	 Ruth	Rubel	–	mother of Nancy Rubel
•	 Bernard	Stern	–	father of Karal Stern
•	 Alfred	Weiss	–	husband of Eda Weiss
•	 David	Lockshine	–	father of Robin Shell

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by 
submitting the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, 
including the year, in either the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net.  (Please note: 
When you submit the yahrzeit date, select either the secular date or the Hebrew date. You can find 

a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

YAHRZEITS

We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing, to Ginny Nadler, who recently 
underwent surgery to repair her broken elbow and is now rehabbing.

    

The mission of the Kol HaLev Hesed Committee is to offer support and resources to one another 
in times of joy and sorrow. Our goal is to create and sustain a strong network so that when needs 
occur, we can efficiently heed the call. It is our belief  that through these opportunities to support one 
another, our community becomes more comfortable with the acts of asking, giving and receiving.

We believe that the Hesed work of Kol HaLev is truly the heart of our community, work that 
connects members to one another in deep, personal ways and offers opportunities to get to know 
people outside of our usual circles.

During the upcoming High Holy Day services, you will have an opportunity to sign up for one or 
more of the many categories of support that we offer one another. You will find a sign up card inside 
your name tag holder. We encourage you to sign up and become a part of this meaningful work.

Questions? Please contact Hesed Co-chairs Martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com) or Robin 
Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com).

HESED

mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=
mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
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The Kol HaLev board of trustees met Aug. 19 at the home of Julio Pelsmajer. After the D’var Torah 
and approval of the minutes, treasurer Pete Robertson gave his report. We have 134 member units 
at this time, although many member households have not yet confirmed their dues commitments. 
Members are urged to contact Kelli at the office. There followed a discussion of our Reconstruction-
ist Rabbinical College (RRC) Membership dues and what the congregation’s commitment should 
be, given the guidelines distributed by RRC. The Board decided to wait until the September meeting 
to decide, based on forthcoming information. RRC is planning an Israel trip May 14-21, 2014 for 
donors of $1000 or more. Information on page 12 and at www.rrc.edu/Israeltrip

President Barb Truitt gave an update about the second day of Rosh Hashanah, when Ratner School 
will be in session. Members should enter the parking lot via Belgrave and enter the building through 
the gym entrance. The traditional service will be held in the small chapel and the alternative service 
will be held in the gym.

Barb Truitt distributed the Torah Task Force report that included several recommendations. After 
discussion, the board acted on three motions, all of which passed. The first advised that KHL, based 
on Rabbi Kevin’s recommendation, spend the minimum required to bring the current Torah to a 
kosher level, about $1000-$2000. The second motion approved the purchase of a used reconditioned 
Torah in the $10,000-$20,000 range. The past presidents have agreed that their fund will contribute 
towards this purchase as will an existing Torah fund. Finally, the board approved the expenditure of 
$4,000-5,000 to bring Rabbi Kevin in twice: once in the fall for community building and again in 
the spring for a siyyum (literally, “termination,” the joyous celebration observed when the writing of 
a Torah scroll is completed) to commemorate the new Torah. The date for Rabbi Kevin’s first visit is 
September 21-22 (more on page 1). 

Another successful motion authorized that a fundraising campaign be undertaken this Fall intended 
to raise $160,000 over three years. This campaign will replace the annual campaigns unless fund-
raising goals are not reached. 

There was a short discussion about the consultancy proposal, but this was brief because the appro-
priate committee has not yet met.

The next board meeting will be Monday Sept. 16 at the home of Benjamin and Halle Barnett in 
Beachwood. All Kol HaLev members are invited to attend.t

Respectfully submitted,
Molly W. Berger

 boarD rePorT
Molly berger, secreTary

TORAH STUDY RESUMES IN OCTOBER

Because of the many events scheduled for September, the next Shabbat afternoon Torah Study session 
will be on Saturday, Oct. 12 at the Gwatkins's home in Beachwood from 3:30 to 5:00 pm. Ralph will 
lead a discussion of the Torah portion Lech L'cha in which G-d sends Abraham on a fateful journey 
that will lead to a distinctive role for the Israelites in the Divine plan for the World. This parshah 
describes early events in the story of Abraham and is relevant to the upcoming "The People vs. 
Abraham" trial and fundraiser. Come and enjoy!

http://www.rrc.edu/Israeltrip
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The September book group meeting will be Thursday, Sept. 26, at the home of Selma and 
Ralph Gwatkin. We will discuss Prague Winter: A Personal Story of Remembrance and 
War, 1937 – 1948 by Madeleine Albright. (416 pages plus notes, index, etc.; a Kindle ver-
sion exists) 

A book description from Amazon: From former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
comes a moving and thoughtful memoir of her formative years in Czechoslovakia dur-
ing the tumult of Nazi occupation, World War II, fascism, and the onset of the Cold 
War. An intensely personal journey into the past that offers vital lessons for the future, 
Prague Winter combines the intimacy of an autobiography with the drama of an exciting and well-
told story—all underpinned by the gravity and intelligence of a serious work of history. The result is 
a highly readable and incisive work filled with tragedy and triumph, a resonant narrative informed by 
Albright’s remarkable life experience and her characteristic candor in speaking hard truths.

The book for October is A Seat At The Table: A Novel of Forbidden Choices by Joshua Halberstam. The 
calendar of books for all of 2013 is listed at the web page shown below

All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web page 
(http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added 
to the group’s email list. 

  hug haseFer: book DIscussIon grouP

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS IN KIDDUSH SIGN-UPS
It is a condition of membership that Kol HaLev member family must sponsor or co-sponsor at least 
ONE kiddush per fiscal year (from June-May). Kiddush sponsorship may be assigned to you if you 
don't volunteer for a date you prefer.  We have immediate need of Kiddush co-hosts for these imminent 
upcoming dates.

Date and Time     Occasion/Service   Number of Sponsors Needed
9/4/13 (Wed). 8:00 p.m.  Erev Rosh Hashana    1 
9/6/13 (Fri.) 9:30 a.m.  2nd day Rosh Hashanah    1 
9/7/13 10:30 a.m.  Shabbat Kiddush    2 
9/19/13 10:30 a.m.  Sukkot ervice     1 
9/21/13 (Sat.) 5:00 p.m.  Sukkot Intergenerational Celebration  1 
9/25/13 (Wed.) 7:00 p.m. Simchat Torah     2 
9/26/13 (Thurs.) 10:30 a.m. Shemini Atzerat     2 
9/28/13 10:30 a.m.  Musical Shabbat Kiddush    2 
10/25/13 6:00 p.m.  Friday Night Potluck    1 
10/26/13 10:30 a.m.  Musical Shabbat Kiddush   2

Please contact Kelli at kelli@kolhalev.net if you can to host one of these Kiddushim. Open kiddush 
sign-up opportunities appear in this newsletter and the 3rd Weekly Update of each month.

Volunteer with a friend, or co-sponsor a kiddush with someone you'd like to know better!

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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STONES, SYMBOLISM AND S'LICHOT
I had just left our apartment one morning last week to catch the 
7:40 a.m. bus to work. Something in the grass caught my eye: a 
child's shoe, a blue Croc, in fact. Coated with a thin film of dew, 
it had lain there overnight. I looked closer and saw that the shoe 
was not empty; it was full of stones!

We all know the irritation of a tiny stone in our shoe. Here there 
were dozens, no doubt intentionally gathered and much larger 
than the typical “shoe stone.” They were all rounded and smooth, 
in various sizes and shades of grey, probably collected from a 
nearby stream.

Too large to land by accident in my shoe, the stones nevertheless 
landed in my soul, captivating my imagination as I have 
pondered the history and deeper symbolism that might surround 
them.

"Found" or unhewn stones figure prominently in the Torah. In Parashat Vayeitzei, Ya'akov sleeps 
with his head on a stone and dreams of angels ascending and descending a heavenly ladder. Later in 
the same parasha, he and his estranged brother Lavan build a mound of stones as a kind of border 
and a sign of peace between them. In Parashat Ki Tavo as elsewhere in the Torah, G-d instructs 
B’nai Yisrael (the children of Israel) that stone altars are to be made from unhewn stones. Also in Ki 
Tavo, the people are instructed that after they enter Kina'an they are to set up two stones, coat them 
with plaster and inscribe The Law on them. This is an interesting hybrid of "worked" plaster over 
unworked stone.

It is traditional to leave small stones on graves we visit. There is an old superstition that this helps 
keep the souls below from coming back into the land of the living and haunting it. Some resonate 
with a different vision: that doing so helps G-d keep track of departed souls as ancient shepherds 
once used pebbles to count their flocks. Others suggest it attests to the permanence of memory.

With the High Holy Days fast approaching, could it be that these stones were by some interesting 
coincidence "placed" in my path as a reminder to prepare myself . . . a kind of S'lichot exercise? 
Perhaps you too have experienced "stones in a shoe" moments in recent days?

Are the stones a year’s worth of careless words we have uttered and must now confront? Are they 
offenses by others that we have yet to forgive? Does each represent one of the transgressions we 
confess in the collective vidui prayer (the Yom Kippur confession prayer)? Are they the stones we 
might toss into a river, lake or the sea to symbolically cast away our sins in the tashlich (literally 
"casting off," the symbolic casting off the sins of the previous year by tossing pieces of bread or 
another food into a body of flowing water) ritual on Rosh Hashanah?

Do the stones symbolize unfulfilled vows to G-d or to our deepest selves that will be canceled by the 

DAVID CONNCONNECTIONS

continued on page 12
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KVELLS
On Aug. 24, congregant Gloria Plevin was honored by ARTneo (formerly Cleveland Artists 
Foundation) for her work as an artist, an arts patron and a trustee of ARTneo’s board. An article in 
ARTneo’s most recent newsletter explains that: 

On behalf of CAF and the greater community of regional artists, she has 
rarely spent an idle hour. True in her devotion, she has filled her own 
home with the work of regional painters, sculptors, and printmakers; 
she has proposed and curated exhibitions of local artists. Gloria’s work 
is found in museums, corporations, hospitals, and the homes of private 
collectors. In solo and group exhibitions, she has called attention to 
the richness of the cultural resources of Northeast Ohio. (http://www.
clevelandartists.org/v4/news/pdfs/2013-Summer-CAF-Newsletter.pdf )

Attendees viewed a short video about Gloria's life and work made for the occasion by Gloria’s 
daughter, Mimi Plevin-Foust. (Editor's note: The seven-minute video is rich in insight and beautifully-
edited; watch it at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iLtKxjPaR0 ~Lila Hanft.)

NEWS FROM THE RRC:  ISRAEL IS CALLING YOU!
AN INVITATION FROM THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL COLLEGE

Join the RRC for the first Reconstructionist Movement trip to Israel, 
May 14–21, 2014. Deepen your connection to Judaism as you 

experience life in Israel today. Learn from leading academics, Israeli thinkers, and political activists 
in a unique series of stimulating and provocative programs. Take your part in a progressive Jewish 
conversation—an intellectual, spiritual and political dialogue that will build your knowledge, 
challenge your perspectives, and broaden your understanding of Israel. Learn more at www.rrc.edu/
Israeltrip.   This trip is designed for households that support the Reconstructionist Movement at its 
New Minyan level ($1,000+) in 2014. 

Kol Nidre prayer . . . or are they legal promises that will survive it?

Does each stone mark an opportunity we have missed, some place we fell short . . . or rather stand for 
some accomplishment great or small that we must hold onto as we enter the upcoming ten days?

Or do the stones instead symbolize us in our various shades and shapes, gathered as individuals, 
families and communities to navigate the Days of Awe together?

L'shanah tovah!

How do YOU connect with our community, traditions or the Divine? Send YOUR connections to me at 
david@estophile.com for use in future columns!

Connections, continued from page 11

http://www.clevelandartists.org/v4/news/pdfs/2013-Summer-CAF-Newsletter.pdf 
http://www.clevelandartists.org/v4/news/pdfs/2013-Summer-CAF-Newsletter.pdf 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iLtKxjPaR0
http://www.rrc.edu/Israeltrip
http://www.rrc.edu/Israeltrip
mailto:david%40estophile.com?subject=
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Please join us on Yom Kippur, from 2:30-3:15 in the Ratner library, to learn more about the 
ongoing efforts of GCC, and what this has meant to some of those involved. We will also have the 
opportunity to discuss what types of tikkun olam activities are meaningful to us, and how these 
might relate to the work of GCC.

GCC Health Care Team Update: We are excited to announce that on Tuesday, Aug. 13, GCC 
received the Distinguished Community Partner Award from the Cleveland Community Health 
Center Network, recognizing our statewide work on Medicaid Expansion! As KHL member Donna 
Weinberger (Health Care Action Team co-chair) said when accepting the award, “We aren’t done 
yet!” 

The next Healthcare Team Meeting will be on Monsay, Sept. 23 at 7:00 p.m. at Trinity Commons, 
Prospect and E. 22nd St. At that meeting we will discuss options for moving forward and decide our 
next steps in the campaign to expand health care access. Please email Khalilah Worley (khalilah.
worley@gmail.com) if you plan to attend.

GCC Education Team Update: The Education Team is continuing its work with Cleveland 
Metropolitian School District (CMSD) CEO Eric Gordon to deepen our strategic partnership and 
help guide district-wide reform. The CMSD Transformation Team will meet Wednesday, Sept. 11 
at 5:30 p.m. at Elizabeth Baptist Church, 6114 Francis Ave. The Early Childhood Team will meet 
Monday, Sept. 16 at 5:30 p.m., also at Elizabeth Baptist Church.

The next Education Team Meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept. 24 from 6:00-7:30 p.m., location 
tba. Please RSVP to Khalilah Worley (khalilah.worley@gmail.com) if you will attend any of the 
education meetings and specify which meeting(s) you are attending.

GCC Criminal Justice Team Update: The Criminal Justice Team is continuing to work on Gun 
Violence Reduction and to be involved with the Federal Investigation of the Cleveland Police 
Department. 

The next Criminal Justice Team Meeting will be Thursday, Sept. 17 at 6:00 p.m., at Olivet Baptist 
Church, 8712 Quincy Ave.

GCC-Wide	Organizer	Training	2.0: Sunday, Oct.13 from 3:00-7:00 p.m, location tba. Open to all. 
RSVP to Peggy Kittila (pkittila@gmail.com or 586-945-1416) and specify if you have previously 
attended the three-day training session or not.

Updated information available at http://www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org/

REPORT

mailto:khalilah.worley%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:khalilah.worley%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:khalilah.worley%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pkittila%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org/
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TIKKUN OLAM DURING HIGH HOLY DAYS
As in past years, there will be two opportunities for tikkun olam (repairing the world) during this 
season. First, we will be collecting donations for Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger (http://mazon.
org/). Envelopes will be available on the information table during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
These can be returned sealed with your donation inside through the Ne’ilah service on Yom Kippur. 
Checks are preferred. We will forward these to Mazon as a collective donation from Kol HaLev.

Second, we are collecting nonperishable food items to donate to The Pantry at the AIDS Task Force 
(http://aidstaskforce.org/) during Yom Kippur. This year the Pantry is requesting specific food items--
especially boxed macaroni and cheese, peanut butter and jelly, canned chicken, tuna and other meats, 
and personal hygiene products--especially toilet paper, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, 
soap, etc. Gift cards to Costco and Sam's Club gives the Task Force extra discounts when they 
purchase in bulk and the opportunity to buy specific items that their patrons may need (for those with 
gluten allergies, for example). Please drop off your donations any time between Kol Nidre (Friday, 
Sept. 13) until 4:00 p.m. on Yom Kippur (Saturday, Sept. 14), when they will be taken to the Task 
Force. Donations should be in bags  and placed on the floor under the stairs in the lobby just to the 
right as you come into the main entrance.

Questions? Jonathan Wilhelm (mrhatbox@aol.com) is coordinating the food donations, and Nancy 
Rubel (nancedan@sbcglobal.net) is coordinating the Mazon donations.

http://mazon.org/
http://mazon.org/
http://aidstaskforce.org/
mailto:mrhatbox%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:nancedan%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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HIGH HOLY DAYS / TISHRI SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE
Wed., Sept. 4 8:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30; please 

arrive by 7:45
Thurs., Sept. 5 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Day1 Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.; 

please arrive by 9:15. Babysitting and 
Child care will be available during adult 
services (return registration form by Aug. 
16).

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming Age group-specific Children’s 
Programming. Children will be invited to 
join in the adult Shofar Service.

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming
1:00 p.m. -ish
after services

Community “Potluck-
Plus” Luncheon

 Registration, potluck contribution and 
payment required.

3:30 p.m.-ish
after luncheon

Tashlich Maps to tashlich location will be provided 
at services

Fri., Sept. 6 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Day 2 Ratner School. Choice of traditional or 
alternative service

Important arrival instructions for Rosh Hashanah, Day 2:  Ratner School will be in 
session. To have minimal impact on the school day, we will enter the parking lot at the 
rear, off Belgrave, which is the the first left off Brainard Rd. north of the Shaker traffic 
circle.  We will enter the building at the gym entrance, not the front entrance.

Fri., Sept. 13 7:00 p.m. Kol Nidre (Erev Yom 
Kippur)

Ratner School. Doors open at 6:30; please 
arrive by 6:45

Fri., Sept. 13— Sat., Sept. 14 Tikkun Olam Food Drive Please bring food for hunger drive. Mazon 
contribution envelopes  will also be 
available at the Information Table.

Sat., Sept.14 9:30 a.m.-12:15 Yom Kippur Shacharit Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m. 
Please arrive by 9:15.10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Avodah Service
1:30 – 2:15 p.m. Meditation
2:30-3:15 GCC discussion
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Torah Study
4:45 – 5:45 p.m. Yizkor
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Neilah

Sun., Sept. 15 10 a.m.-noon Sukkah Building In the Ratner parking lot next to the gym. 
Thur., Sept. 19 10:30 Sukkot Service in the Ratner Chapel
Sat., Sept. 21 5:00-7:00 p.m. Intergenerational Sukkah Celebration
Sat., Sept. 21—Sun. Sept. 22 Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with Rabbi Kevin Hale, Sofer 
Wed., Sept. 26 7:00-9:00 p.m. Simcha Torah Service in the Ratner Chapel
Thur., Sept. 27 Shemini Atzeret (no services)
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 CALENDAR
For the most up-to-date Kol HaLev calendar, please visit http://kolhalev.net/calendar.

Wed., Sept. 4 8:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah at the Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30 
p.m. Please arrive and socialize by 7:45 p.m. Kiddush hosted 
by Maureen Hack and Sue and Eric Kisch.

Thurs. Sept.5 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, First Day at the Ratner School. Doors open 
at 9:00 a.m. First Day Adult Service: Please arrive and socialize 
by 9:15 a.m. Babysitting and Child care will be available 
during adult services. Kiddush co-hosts: Robin Shell, Deborah 
Gross and Charles Rosenblatt and Linda Gross

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming
Age group-specific Children’s Programming. Children will be 
invited to join in the adult Shofar Service.

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming
1:00 p.m. -ish
after services

Community “Potluck-Plus” Luncheon. Registration, potluck 
contribution and payment required.

3:30 p.m.-ish
after luncheon

Tashlich. Maps to tashlich location will be provided at services

Fri., Sept. 6 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Second Day at the Ratner School. Choice of 
traditional or alternative service  Kiddush hosted by Gil and 
Marcia Goldberg 
Special driving/parking/building entrance arrangements: 
The Ratner School will be in session on the second day of Rosh 
Hashanah.We will enter the Ratner parking lot from Belgrave 
(which is the the first left off Brainard Rd. north of the Shaker 
traffic circle) and will enter the building at the gym entrance. 
The traditional service will be held in the small chapel and the 
alternative service will be held in the gym, as will the Kiddush. 
Members are asked to wear their membership name tags at all 
times. Handicap parking will only be in the North parking lot. 

Sat., Sept. 7 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 
a.m. at Ratner Chapel; Ha'Azinu; Discussion Leader: Arthur 
Lieberman; Service Leaders: Elise Hagesfeld and Rabbi Steve; 
Two sponsors are needed for this Kiddush. If you can host 
the kiddush please contact Kelli at kelli@kolhalev.net.

Fri., Sept. 13 7:00 p.m. Kol Nidre (Erev Yom Kippur) at the Ratner School. Doors open 
at 6:30; please arrive by 6:45

Fri., Sept. 13- Sat., Sept. 14 Tikkun Olam Food Drive Please bring food for hunger drive. 
Mazon contribution envelopes will also be available at the 
Information Table.

continued on pag 19

http://kolhalev.net/calendar
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Sat., Sept.14 9:30 a.m.–12:15 
p.m.

Yom Kippur Shacharit  Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m. 
Please arrive by 9:15.

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming
11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Avodah Service
1:30 – 2:15 p.m. Meditation
2:30-3:15 p.m. Tikkun Olam Discussion: the GCC. Please join us in the 

Ratner library to learn more about the ongoing efforts of GCC 
(Greater Cleveland Congregations) and what involvement in 
these efforts has meant to some of our community members. 
We will also discuss Tikkun Olam activities which are mean-
ingful to us, and how they might relate to the work of GCC.

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Torah Study
4:45 – 5:45 p.m. Yizkor
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Neilah

Sun. Sept. 15 10 a.m.-noon Sukkah Building in the Ratner parking lot next to the gym. 

Mon. Sept. 16 Deadline for the October issue of Kol HaLev Happenings.
7:30 p.m. Board meeting at the home of Halle Barnett, 23903 Edgehill 

Drive, Beachwood.  All members invited to attend.
Wed, Sept. 13 7:30 p.m. GCC Core Team meeting.

Thurs. Sept. 19 10:30 Sukkot Service at The Ratner Chapel. Kiddush hosted by 
Joshua Chefitz and Tyler Katz in honor of Camp Coleman 
Avodah 1993 (20-year anniversary)

Sat. Sept. 21-Sun. Sept. 22 Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with Rabbi Kevin Hale, For 
program details, see page 4 and individual events listed below.

Sat. Sept. 21 10:30 a.m. Sukkot Shabbat Hol Hamoed Service preceded by Torah 
Discussion at 9:30 a.m. at Ratner Chapel; Sukkot. Leader: 
Rabbi Steve. Kiddush sponsored by Chris Sklarin and Alexis 
Abramson

10:30. am Hagiga: The Tools and Materials of Sofrut (Scribing) with 
Rabbi Kevin. (learn more on page 5).

5:00-7:00 p.m. Intergenerational Sukkah Celebration and Potluck, with 
Hands-on Judaism. As the community gathers for our annual 
potluck, Rabbi Kevin will discuss the similarities between a 
Torah and a Sukkah as tools of Jewish life which enhance our 
experiences and beautify our Jewish journeys. (See pages 4 and 
5 for more info; see flyer on page 14 for potluck assignments.)

Sun. Sept. 22 10:30 a.m. The Tool and Materials of Sofrut for adults with Rabbi Kevin 
at the home of Sue and Eric Kisch (21850 E. Byron Road, 
Shaker Heights). More information on page 4.

3:00 p.m. Black on White: A Hands-On Intergenerational Scribal 
Workshop with Rabbi Kevin. More information on page 4.

 CALENDAR

continued on page 20
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The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. Sometimes 
the dates and venues of Kol HaLev events do change. For the most current information, be sure to open 
and read the Weekly Update email which is sent to all members each Thursday (Don’t get the update? 
Email kelli@kolhalev.net). Alternately, you can check Kol HaLev’s website calendar. 

 CALENDAR

HOW TO GET YOUR MEETING/EVENT INTO THE KHL CALENDAR
 
To submit an event or meeting to the calendar, send the event information -- the title of the event, 
with the date, time, location, and contact information -- to calendar@kolhalev.net (if you don’t use 
email, you can give the information to Kelli at Kol HaLev office at 216-320-1498). 

Once your meeting or event is entered into the Kol HaLev calendar, it will automatically be 
included in the calendars published in the newsletter, the weekly update and on the website. 

To include a longer article or flyer about an upcoming event in this monthly newsletter, please send 
text and images to newsletter@kolhalev.net by the 15th of the previous month. 

Items for the Weekly Update must be received by Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. and should be sent to 
update@kolhalev.net.

Wed., Sept. 25 7:00-9:00 p.m. Simchat Torah service at the Ratner Chapel.  Two sponsors 
are needed for this Kiddush. Contact Kelli at kelli@kolhalev.
net to volunteer

Thurs. Sept. 26 7:30 p.m. Hug HaSefer Book Group at the home of Selma and Ralph 
Gwatkin. We will discuss Prague Winter: A Personal Story of 
Remembrance and War, 1937 – 1948 by Madeleine Albright. 
More information on page 10

Fri., Sept. 27 6:00-7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat led by Rabbi Steve and Member Musicians. 
Kiddush cosponsored by Dick and Jayne Jones and by Arthur 
Lieberman. Followed by Community Potluck Shabbat Dinner. 
Please bring a dishe that is vegetarian/dairy or parve, feeds 
8-10 people and DOES NOT CONTAIN NUTS. A-H: main 
dish, I-P: salads/side dishes Q-Z: dessert or drinks

Sat. Sept. 28 10:30 Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 a.m. 
at Ratner Chapel; Beresheit; Discussion TBA; Service Leader: 
Rabbi Steve; Two sponsors are needed for this Kiddush. 
Contact Kelli at kelli@kolhalev.net to volunteer

Sun. Sept. 29 10:30 a.m. Hanukat Habayit (house dedication) at the new home of 
Miriam Geronimus and Peggy Kittila More information on 
page 6. RSVP to Miriam at mgeronimus@gmail.com 

mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:calendar%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40kolhalev.net%20?subject=
mailto:update%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:mgeronimus%40gmail.com?subject=
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
University Heights, OH 44118
216-320-1498

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish 
Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out 
on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.


